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Iwakura so that they will accept if he presents his resignation. We will
complete our program, including the Edict, on the date for proclaim-
ing a constitution. Thus we can reconsolidate the political power in
the hands of the Sat-cho and we can snap our fingers at the so-called
party men. Their leaders, Itagaki and Goto, in their campaign for a
French Republican political system in Nippon, would temporarily les-
sen the powers of the Imperial House. If the opposing factions all get
together, we'll lose out entirely, we're afraid."
"I suppose the Prussian system of centralization would be more to
your taste."
"I haven't decided yet." Ito closed his lips firmly.
"What do you want me to do?"
They heard the entertainers who were coming along the veranda.
"When this coup has materialized, I have a few jobs that you can do
better than anybody else-"
"Tama-san is here at last. May we come in?" A bevy of girls broke
into the room, and surrounded the star geisha,
Tama was playing on her sanrisen,
Saionji listened raptly.
Her years of waiting were crowned with triumph. Before Saionji's
Paris sojourn, she had suffered deeply from his indifference. Though
she was then very young she had realized that in his conversation he
had expressed the thoughts of a bewildered rather than of a mature
mind,
During the intervening years, while he had had his studies and his
career, she had concentrated all her efforts on the perfecting of her
music, so that her success would be a silent tribute to her love.
When he came back to Nippon, her impulse had been to rush to his
side. But she could not return to those hurt moments when his eyes
had been unaware of hen She would not again be a suppliant
Although she kept herself informed of his every movement, she
stayed aloof from him. When his notes came, her heart beat fast and
her hands trembled, but she returned them unopened. Either her
apparent indifference would cnflamc him, or the new hope had better
be quenched at once, Gradually, hearing from various sources of his
interest in her, she became more certain of herself. Some night they
would meet and her music would enmesh him so that he could not
escape,
Now he was in her audience.

